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Cnntempnrary Culture

LITERATURE
Irwin Weil
Read by Irwin Weil

CLASSICS OF RUSSIAN
T

Professor Weil's course is exactly what
it professes to be—a look at the high
points. What an examination it is,
though! Weil clearly loves Russia and
her literature. From Pushkin to
Solzhenitsyn, he examines the major
authors, quoting liberally in Russian
and English to give a flavor for the texts.
His lectures on Pasternak are especial-
ly rich. The Pasternak we know as poet
and novelist also translated five
Shakespearean tragedies. Weil reads
most movingly from these translations,
even singing beautifully various songs
from Hamlet and Othello. If you love
Russian literature, this is the place to
taste its wealth, beauty, and scope. For
a complete package, The Teaching
Company also provides helpful outlines
of the lectures with complete written
transcripts for reference. P.E.F.

The Teaching Company 18 hrs. Unabridged

«= [SBN 1-59803-183-X $49.95

e |SBN 1-59803-185-6 $69.95
reue $49.95

THE CONCERTO
m Robert Greenberg
Bl Read by Robert Greenberg

Professor Greenberg lectures on the historical
development of this musical form, which was
born from opera in the seventeenth century
and has been popular down to the present day.
Greenberg is the sort of educator for whom
even the most sluggish of undergraduates will
willingly rise before noon. His lectures (I'm
tempted to say performances) are bravura exam-

FIASCO: The American Military
Adventure in Iraq

Thomas E. Ricks
Read by James Lurie

This is an important audiobook; unfor-
tunately, it was a bad decision to have
James Lurie read it.
Ricks’s exposé on the
invasion and botched
occupation of Iraq is
grim enough, so there is
no need for a reader
with a voice so gravelly
and droning that the end
result is like a funeral
dirge. A listener may
have the urge to shout,
“Clear your throat!” after listening for
a couple hours. Also, expect to ride the
volume control in a car since Lurie’s
voice does not cut clearly through road
noise. To his credit, Lurie pronounces
names correctly and keeps a steady
pace, but overall this audiobook is not
up to the high standards of Ricks’s
writing and research. TF.

Penguin Audio 10 hrs. Abridged

< |SBN 0-14-305906-8  $39.95
e 527.97

ples of erudition put to use in the service of an audience. Rich with detail
about both the works and their composers, and crackling with humor,
wide-ranging cultural references, and infectious enthusiasm, these lec-
tures are also liberally sprinkled with well-recorded musical examples.
[t's all the fun of a great college class, without the exams. M.G.

The Teaching Company 18 hrs. Unabridged
«= |SBN 1-59803-163-5 $49.95

o= |SBN 1-59803-165-1 $69.95

weae $49.95

Rich with detail about both the works and their
composers, and crackling with humor, wide-ranging
cultural references, and infectious enthusiasm.
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A Very Short Introduction

CLASSICS: A Very Short Introduction

Mary Beard, John Henderson
Read by Tim Bentinck

This production is very short, but it
deals more with our relationship with
classics than with the classics them-
selves. Tim Bentinck’s
narration is lively with-
out being showy, as
befits a book of popular
scholarship. He reads in
a pleasant British accent
and gets to show off only
rarely, such as putting on
a decent American accent
for quotes from Jefferson.
His German is also good.
This is the underappreciated kind of
reading that sounds straightforward
and ordinary but requires practice and
skill. The material is interesting when
substantive, less so when theoretical,
but Bentinck carries it all off well. W.M.
Naxos Audiobooks 3.75 hrs. Unabridged

«w» |SBN 9-62634-345-1 $21.98
mea» $15.39

KEYBOARD CONVERSATIONS:
The Romanticism of the Russian Soul

Jeffrey Siegel
Read by Jeffrey Siegel

Jeffrey Siegel performs Rachmaninoff,
Medtner, and Scriabin beautifully.
However, the value of these excerpts
from these great Romantic works is not
really in how moving they are but in
their brevity and the focus of the selec-
tion. Siegel extracts sections that
illustrate the principles of musical com-
position or emotion that he is
explaining. The result is a pleasant edu-
cation, one that even those of us who
are musically dim can follow. What’s
more, Siegel delivers the historical and
biographical asides with a personal
glee, as if these composers were friends
he loves across time. G.T.B.

Random House Audio 1 hr. Unabridged

> |SBN 0-7393-3765-1 $14.95
eeu» $10.46
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