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Good Vibes

BY ALAN RICH

or anyane given 1o straying off

beaten paths, it was a preiry
good week, XTET was back at
the County Museum with a fine
nesw work. Wires was back ina
new venue. Lutostawski's musc
was back at the Philharmanse,
which also applied a e twast
to Beethoven's evesgreen Violin
Cancerto, Even the LA Mozart
Orchestra supplied some high
adventura, in tha form of another
of thase amazing early Haydn
symphonies whera nathing hap-
pens exactly the way you expect.

XTET, founded eaght years
aqo by 10 studio players in
search of something to play more
challenging than the John
Williams noodle-noodle that
maintained their bank accounts,
was down 1o VILTET [plus
guesis] this time, but their pro-
gram did not skimp on substance
o defight. Jacqui Bobak sang
Bright Shang's colorful {but by
nenw pvesfamilian) Chinase Love
Songs: John Steinmetz played
Mario Lavista's Rasponsonia, a
quiet, moving elegy for solo bas-
soon; David Maslanka’s Taars
continued the moumful mood, &
meoment oF bwo 100 kang,

Best of all was On Tnal, in
its world peemasre, a concens for
vibraphone, with small ensam-
bla, composad by ane Robart
Graenberg of San Francisco,
whem nobody had ever heard of
before but should from now on.
Gre ,40ish, is on the facul-
ty of tha San Francisco
Conservatony; ags and pasition,
you might expect, should lure
hiim toward creating a nice, safe
repertary for graduating piang
and vialin magors to audition
with. Insiead, he has thrown cau-
tion to the winds (and strings and
percussion) and created a big,
swashbuckling piece for this
mast unlikely instrument, as if
the lowly vibes wena capabla of
a5 much virtuosic impact s, sy,
Paganini’s violin or Hovowitz's
piano. Better yet, he has actually
given the instrument something
1o say: violent and iemperamen-
tal in the cuter movements, hri-
cal and almost tragic in the slow
movament (whene the instrument
is played with @ double-bass

bow, creating an extraovdinary,
haunting sonority). Since his
soloist was the stupendously
agile David Johrson, XTET™S reg-
ular man at the: kichemsarng, he
was on fiem ground; it 2ll added
up to an exhilarating hali-haur:
brand-new music with brand-
e ideas,

XTET: Brand-new |music with brand-new ideas




